Dr. Al-Towerki Launches the Social Services & Crisis Management Symposium

General Executive Director of King Khaled Eye Specialist Hospital Abdul Elah Abbad Al-Towerki, MD, opened the 14th Social Symposium on Social Services and Crisis Management. The Symposium was held by the Hospital in the Auditorium in the West Building for two days during 13-14 /5/1431H, corresponding to 27-28/4/2010. 
The opening ceremony started with a recitation of verses from the Holy Quran. Afterwards, Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammad Al-Fozan, Symposium Scientific Supervisor and Associate Professor of Sociology at King Saud University, made a speech in which he said “it is a pleasure to extend my thanks to those in charge of this outstanding medical institute for their enlightened awareness and unlimited support for scientific activities aiming to improving awareness, skills development and society advancement. Deepest thanks go to the Hospital Administration for its magnificent and remarkable support for the Social Services Department and for making it an eminent figure of knowledge, training and development. This indicates deep understanding of the importance of social service and its instrumental role in handling society issues. There are new scientific additions every year dealing with different issues in order to develop skills of social workers for which they deserve our thanks and gratitude. Crises and calamities are expected in all societies, social workers are among those professionals who are assigned to elevate people's awareness, and to help them with handling the effects of calamities to limit any damages. 
Dr. Al-Fozan thanked the members of the Scientific Team of the Symposium for their contribution with ideas and recommendations in framing the features and topics of this symposium which reflect an integral vision considering religious, medical, social, advertising, and psychological aspects. Dr. Al-Fozan concluded his speech by thanking the speakers of the symposium for sharing their knowledge and experience.
Afterwards, Ferial Kurdi, Director of Social Services Department, delivered her speech and said: "the community awareness of social services approach has recently been increasing due to effective contributions to resolving many social problems and issues. Social service is a profession based on scientific and developmental grounds and humanitarian professional standards and ethics that support the social work and renovate the principle of social solidarity in order to help members of our society, so they can have decent lives. Social service also aims to better individuals’ potentials to achieve relations based on love and tolerance. Members of such society are partners in development. They are real fortune and help to accomplish the dreams and aspirations of the society”, She added: “Dangerous and significant crises and disasters have become of real concern all over the world. Nevertheless, this fact should not diminish the important joint efforts of specialists and concerned individuals on planning to resolve crises and disasters in order to limit their harm.   
Mrs. Kurdi explained that Social Services Department saves no effort in preparation for scientific programs related to social situations and problems which purpose is to improve the skills of social workers and to elevate society awareness. This symposium entitled “Social Services and Crisis Management” will shed light on the role of social service in dealing with crises, preparing preventive strategies and planning to contain their negative effects. This symposium deals with the social, psychological, and scientific aspects of crises such as way of supporting social sides of affected individuals and ideal professional intervention. Workshops will utilize religion against residual effects to strengthen self capacities. In addition, the symposium activities address the importance of instant interventional response to crises in cases related to individuals with special needs.
At the end of her speech, Mrs. Kurdi expressed her gratitude towards Dr. Abdul Elah Al-Towerki for his continuous support for all events and activities arranged by the Social Services Department, and towards the symposium sponsors for their generous support.
Then, Dr. Abdul Elah Al-Towerki made a speech and said: "It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all at KKESH in the opening ceremony of the 14th Annual Scientific Symposium of Social Services. King Khaled Eye Specialist Hospital has always strived to hold such valuable, scientific and social symposia to improve the performance of workers and to provide the best possible services to the community. This symposium is a fruit of these efforts. As we all know, crises and disasters may occur anywhere in the world, but good planning and investment of capabilities may limit the effects of crises and disasters on environment and mankind. Therefore, I hope all participants will take advantage of this symposium, which will make recommendations on elevating awareness and handling calamities in order to avoid their devastating effects.

Dr. Towerki concluded his speech: "Finally, I would like to thank all of the members of the Scientific Committee for their efforts, local and international speakers, and the Social Services Department for organizing scientific programs related to social problems and issues facing our society. My thanks also go to the sponsors of this symposium."  
Certificate of appreciation were handed by Dr. Towerki to Sheik Khalid bin Ibrahim        Al-Ibrahim, Shaikh Abdullah bin Saad Al-Rashid, Shaikh Mohammad bin Abdulaziz          Al-Mousa, Shaikh Saleh bin Ibrahim Al-Rasheed, Shaikh Nasser bin Ibrahim Al-Rasheed, and STC. 

At the end of the inaugurating ceremony, the Symposium Exhibition was opened with 9 private and public sector participants. 
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